
Campus Pastor Remotely Accesses and Securely Shares 
Schoolwork Using Transporter Private Cloud Appliance

Overview 
Rev. Erik Samuelson is the Campus Pastor and Director of 
Vocational and Spiritual Formation at Trinity Lutheran 
College, a four-year Christian liberal arts college located in 

Everett, Wash. Erik frequently brings work home with him—files for lectures, 
presentations for his students, and video content—so he paid for a premium 
Dropbox cloud storage account so that he could access his files away from campus. It 
wasn’t long before Erik hit the storage limit and that prompted him to seek an 
alternative solution to remotely access and securely share his files.                                         

Challenge
Erik faced the same difficult decision anyone using public cloud services eventually has 
to make: pay a higher monthly fee for additional storage space, or decide which files 
to remove in order to stay under the allotted limit. For Erik, paying more simply wasn’t 
an option. 

“I like the convenience of being able to access my files on my computer, laptop, or 
iPad, but I did not want to see my monthly payments go up. I also worried that the 
terms of use could change at any time, and I would find myself scrambling to recover 
files and move them out of Dropbox. So I started looking for an alternative.”

Solution
Erik regularly listens to technology-focused podcasts, where he first heard about 
Transporter and its private cloud platform for syncing and sharing files. When 
Connected Data launched the Transporter Sync, which turns an external hard drive into 
a private cloud that makes data accessible from anywhere on computers and mobile 
devices, he knew it was the solution to his problem.

“When the Sync was released, I immediately bought one. Cost was definitely a 
deciding factor. There is just the one-time payment to purchase the Sync, which means 
I’m no longer tied to a subscription-based model.”

Transporter gives Erik more than just cost savings by eliminating monthly fees, 
though. He also has the complete control that comes from keeping work files such as 
classroom lectures and multimedia materials and personal files on his own hardware; 
that didn’t happen when he was storing those files on Dropbox’s public servers.

Results
Now that he’s put an end to monthly fees while regaining total control over his the 
files he needs for his lectures and student outreach, Erik wants to explore Transporter’s 
peer-to-peer file sharing functionality, which lets him grant access to specific files and 
folders on his Transporter network to his colleagues and students. And the ability to 
store folders in a private cloud has opened up other hardware options for Erik.

“Thanks to Transporter, I can keep all my files in the Transporter cloud and access them 
anytime on my computers and mobile devices without worrying about managing their 
storage space.”
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       If I have a copy of a file in 
my office on the hard drive, and I 
can sync those to my PC at home 
and my laptop, that just gives me 
much more confidence over using 
a purely cloud-based storage 

service. 

“ “
Solution

• Data accessible across all 
computers and mobile devices

• Provides Dropbox simplicity 
and terabytes of storage   
without fees

• Expands capacity of devices 
with limited internal storage 
space 

• Total control over data while 
enabling collaboration with 
students

Challenge

• Remotely access files from 
home or office across all 
platforms

• Eliminate monthly storage fees 
and limited cloud storage 
space

• Create a private collaboration 
environment for students  
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